
project at a glance 

•  Extends 7.4 kilometres north  
from Finch Station to the 
Richmond Hill/Langstaff  
Gateway Urban Growth Centre  
at Highway 7.

•  Includes 5 stations, 2 intermodal  
terminals and 2,000 commuter 
parking spaces.

project status & timeline 

•  The YSE is ready to move to full engineering and 
construction.

•  Over $10 million has been invested by York Region for 
studies and community consultations to be completed.

•  Staff continue to meet and work with municipalities to 
assess impacts of the various municipal transportation 
planning initiatives throughout the GTHA.

YSE is reflected in York Region’s Official Plan.

The Province of Ontario announces YSE as 
a key priority project as part of MoveOntario 
2020.

Metrolinx completes studies and identifies 
YSE as one of the Top 15 Priority Projects in its 
Regional Transportation Plan The Big Move.

MOE unconditionally approves YSE 
environmental assessment.

Metrolinx Benefits Case Analysis set 
rationale for Conceptual Design Study.

York Region, TTC & YRRTC Board approve 
Conceptual Design Study.

Metrolinx releases YSE Benefits Case.

York Region & TTC submit Tail Track Train 
Storage Addendum to MOE.

YRRTC Board endorse findings of Addendum.

Metrolinx releases findings of Yonge Relief 
Network Study.

Metrolinx Board approves recommendation to 
advance YSE preliminary engineering to 15%.

The Province of Ontario commits more than 
$55 million through Metrolinx to complete 
preliminary engineering on the YSE to 15%.

In June 2017, the Government of Canada 
commits more than $36 million towards 
preliminary engineering work.
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key benefits
•  The critical missing link in the 

dedicated regional rapid transit 
system and a vital gap in creating 
a seamless transit network in the 
GTHA.

•  Fuels a proposed 48,000 residents 
and 31,000 jobs at the Richmond Hill 
Langstaff Gateway Urban Growth 
Centre anchor hub.

•  Saves over 28 tonnes of greenhouse 
gas (GHG) per workday by replacing 
the 2,500 bus trips currently servicing 
this segment of Yonge Street.

•  Produces a lasting economic 
stimulus, especially during 
construction, creating up to 21,800 
person-years of employment.

•  Services a demonstrated need –  
with a potential daily ridership of 
165,000 (or 2 people/second).

•  Builds on the existing $3B+ senior 
government investment in York 
Region rapid transit and matches 
Federal, Provincial and Municipal 
priorities to stimulate the economy, 
support the middle class and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions.

 •  Meets the Province’s smart growth 
objectives – the intensification and 
development being planned for the 
Richmond Hill/Langstaff Urban 
Growth Centre will create a Union 
Station of the North by linking GO 
service, subway service, bus rapid 
transit  and BRT/express service 
along Highway 407 ETR.

•  Integrates with Province’s Regional  
Express Rail Program.

future ridership & capacity
•  Metrolinx’s recent Yonge Relief 

Network Study analyzed options for 
crowding relief to the existing Yonge 
Subway by examining new local and 
regional travel opportunities and 
improving mobility across the GTHA. 
Key findings from this study include: 

 	 	Today, the Yonge Subway is 
currently operating at about  
+11% over capacity;

 	 	While population and employment 
growth will add new riders, 
significant relief to the Yonge 
Subway line will be achieved 
through already committed 
transit improvements, including 
the TTC’s automatic train control 
and new subway trains, Toronto-
York Spadina Subway Extension 
and Regional Express Rail /
SmartTrack; and

 	 	The Yonge Subway Extension can 
be built and the Yonge Subway will 
still be under capacity in 2031.

frequently asked questions
How long will the Yonge subway 
extension take to construct?
In order to determine a more detailed 
schedule for the project, a thorough 
preliminary engineering program will 
need to be conducted. It is expected 
that this program will include a value 
for money analysis that will define the 
overall project schedule, cash flow  
and analyze the most suitable and  
cost effective procurement strategy  
for this project.

 How long will it take before shovels are 
in the ground?
Before construction can begin, 
preliminary engineering and 
design work must happen first. The 
Government of Canada, Province of 
Ontario and Metrolinx have approved 
this work to get underway.  
 
How will fares work when the subway 
crosses into York Region? Will I have to  
pay a second fare?

The transit fares between York Region 
and the City of Toronto have not yet 
been determined. Metrolinx is working 
with transit agencies and municipal 
governments to implement PRESTO,  
an integrated fare strategy.


